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duction from the Upper Silesia deposit, while on the next page 
American resources are set down as worth 250 to 300 years. 

The folly of estimates based on assumed rates of consumption, 
extending over hundreds of years, may be realized if we set a 
couple of current estimates side by side. One based upon the 
assumption that the American coal consumption doubles every 
ten years makes our supplies last 105 years; another based on 
present consumption without increase gives us a life of 2870 
years ! 

The conclusions with reference to the future movements of the 
iron industry of the United States are that it will pass south 
as Connellsville coke is exhausted, thus cutting off what may 
be left of the Superior ores, which will not be able to make the 
long rail journey south of Lake Erie, or pass east over the 
inadequate Erie Canal of St. Lawrence, nor south by way of the 
"wilde Strome," the Ohio and the Mississippi. 

The future of the industry in Germany appears to be that the 
great Silesian coal deposits will receive Swedish ores by way of 
a canalized Oder river, and will enjoy natural protection, from 
their inland position, in a central European market. The west- 
ern coal deposits will work up imported ores and freely export 
iron products, falling back eventually upon large home supplies 
of ore, the export of which, as ore, the government will prohibit. 

Edward D. Jones. 

University of Michigan. 
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